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for whom the choice of the winning side at the ripe moment was
vital had neither the knowledge nor the judgment which might have
made their precarious position relatively safe. They too were practis-
ing power politics, but without any of the apparatus necessary for
measuring the forces at work.
The immediate motives of both the European groups were desire
of power and fear of losing it, national and racial jealousies and animosi-
ties and most of the other simple elements of human combativeness.
The economic necessities which in previous ages were supposed to
have driven the nations to war had been largely removed by modern
conditions. International finance was more and more operating across
national boundaries, raw material was accessible to all, doors were
open to migration, tariffs were moderate, there was free exchange of
goods over a vast area. Economically and materially, as Sir Norman
Angell so cogently argued, the nations had nothing to gain by war
or conquest, but this did not afiect the belief of the dominant Powers
that military ascendancy and acquisition of territory were marks of
national greatness, and periodic trials of strength a necessary part of
the historical process. Old feuds remained unhealed, the French could
not forget the loss of their Provinces, the Poles remembered the
partition of their country, and their long martyrdom in the subsequent
years. All had a presentiment that even if conquest brought no
advantage, defeat would be an immeasurable calamity.
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Immense importance was attributed at the time to the diplomacy
of the twelve days before the war, but in historical perspective it seems
little more than the registering of a foregone conclusion. The military
view had prevailed before it began, and as it went forward the im-
patient rattling of swords behind the scene became daily more
audible.
A deceptive pause followed the murders at Serajevo. The Kaiser
employed the time in expressing his anger at the outrage and inciting
the Austrians to go all lengths against Serbia. But after taking counsel
with his military advisers he departed on a yachting cruise, and about
the same time the French President started on an official visit to
Russia. These two moves seemed to indicate that the immediate
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